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TRAVERSE CITY 
— Three incumbents were 
recommended for another 
term on the city’s Down-
town Development Author-
ity.

An interview committee 
of two city commissioners 
and Mayor Linda Smyka 
will advise that DDA mem-
bers Peter Schmitz, Bruce 
Rogers and Rick Stein be 
reappointed to fill four-
year terms that expire 
in 2010. Nine applicants 
sought the three openings.

“I think the three incum-
bents have done a good 
job,” said commissioner 
Jody Bergman. “I couldn’t 
come up with an over-
whelming compulsion to 
replace them.”

Bergman, Smyka and 
city commissioner Mat-
thew Schmidt served on an 
interview committee that 
reviewed the applications. 
Its recommendation will 
go to the city commission 
for final approval Nov. 6.

The interview com-
mittee said many strong 
candidates applied for the 
position, but credited the 
incumbents for their expe-
rience and history with the 
board.

DDA Chairman Mark 
Eckhoff told the commit-
tee all three incumbents 
“bring unique insight and 
expertise” to the board. 

Eckhoff said the board 
also must take a “fresh 
look” at its activities. It 
could be helpful to have 
different perspectives on 
the 12-member board, even 
if it meant DDA decisions 
aren’t always unanimous, 
he said.

Schmitz, a former DDA 
chairman, is the owner of 
the downtown stores An-
nie’s and American Spoon 
Foods in Traverse City. 
Longtime DDA member 
Stein is a real estate agent, 
and Rogers is a downtown 
property owner.

Incumbents  
nominated 
for three 
DDA posts
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Nick Walters and his dog, 
Grizzly Bear, travel together 
all the time, and so do 

countless other drivers and the 
canines.

“If I go somewhere short, he goes 
with me. It’s nice to have a traveling 
partner,” Walters said as he put a 
new propane tank in the back of his 
pickup truck.

The riding pooches aren’t that hard 
to spot, especially if the window is 
open just a few inches.  

“They’re pretty much in ecstasy 

when they’re riding in the car and 
the wind is pushing all these odors 
in their nose,” said Dave Burke, a 
veterinarian at Grand Traverse Vet-
erinary Hospital. “They can discern 
things we’re totally unaware of.”

Burke said studies show that a dog’s 
nose could be 1,000 to 2,000 times 
more acute than a human’s. He rec-
ommends that car windows be open 
only enough for the dog to get his 
head through, not his whole body.

Dogs are creatures of impulse and 
could jump out of the car if they 

catch a scent that stimulates them, he 
said. They also could fall out if the 
driver makes a sudden turn or stop. 
Long trips on the highway are also 
potentially dangerous because at 
high speeds the force of the wind and 
dust can irritate the dog’s eyes. 

“If we go to an action-adventure 
movie with all the special effects, our 
senses are almost in an overloaded 
state.” Burke said. “For dogs in cars, 
it’s almost like an action-adventure 
for them.” 
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From staff reports

Couple treated after 
fire burns 2nd story

PETOSKEY — A Petoskey 
couple were treated for 
smoke inhalation after 
a second-story bedroom 
caught fire in their home. 

Carmine and Gioia Bo-
nito reported the fire at 
202 Grove St. around 2 a.m. 
Sunday morning. Firefight-
ers contained the blaze 
roughly 15 minutes later. 
The Bonitos were treated at 
Northern Michigan Hospital 
for smoke inhalation. 

The Petoskey Department 
of Public Safety, Bear Creek 
Fire Department, Allied 
Ambulance, the Emmet 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Michigan 
State Police were on scene. 

The cause of the fire is 
under investigation.

TC woman wins 
Gladhander raffle

TRAVERSE CITY — A 
Traverse City woman won 
the Grand Traverse Area 
Catholic Schools’ annual 
raffle and will have her 
choice of a car or a cash 
payout. 

Marilyn Flaherty has 
until Friday to choose 
between a Chevy Corvette, 
a Cadillac CTS or $33,000 
in cash as the top prize 
winner of the Gladhandler 
Auction. The raffle, auc-
tion and online auction 
funds roughly 80 percent 
of the Grand Traverse 
Area Catholic Schools’ an-
nual budget. 

Cody, a Pomeranian owned by Richard and Nancy Moran, of Alden, waits in the car with Richard on Union Street on Friday afternoon, while 
Nancy visits a store. “He goes everywhere,” said Nancy, after returning from her errand. The Morans even have a small bench in the back seat 
so Cody can look out the window.

Darwin, a standard poodle, waits in the car with Carole 
Spencer, while her husband Gary Spencer buys film in 
downtown Traverse City. “We always bring him down to 
socialize,” Carole said.

Grizzly Bear, a 2½-year-old border collie, lab and husky 
mix rides in the back of Nick Walters’ truck down Division 
Street on a trip to buy some propane. Grizzly Bear rides 
with Walters about once a day. “If I go somewhere short 
he goes with me,” said Walters. “It’s nice to have a 
traveling partner. He’s in the pen all day, it gets him out of 
the house, or I should say his house.”

Kale, a brindle boxer, waits in the car for Amanda Pierce 
of Traverse City. “He was waiting for me to get off work 
so we could go play,” Pierce said, explaining the two go 
to a doggy play group on Thursday nights in Elmwood 
Township.

Abby, a 3-year-old mix breed, rides with Debbie Farron, of 
Traverse City, through downtown. “She goes everywhere,” 
Farron said. “She thinks every car ride is going to lead to 
a long walk.” In fact, Farron said, Abby told her the real 
reason she goes on cars rides is because it beats staying 
home with the cats.


